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IN DUSTRYALER 2014 Saturation & High Density Standard Mail® Incentive Program

Registration deadline extended to February 7, 2014 The 2014
Saturation & High Density Standard Mail® Incentive Program is a year-long incentive program that provides the
opportunity for organizations to increase their Saturation, High Density and High Density Plus volume at decreased
cost. Mailers who mailed at least six Saturation, High Density and/or High Density Plus mailings (or combination
thereof) between October 1, 2012 and September 30, 2013 will be eligible for postage credit on volume that exceeds
a pre-determined threshold. The program began on January 2, 2014 and will end on December 31, 2014. The
registration deadline has been extended to February 7, 2014. Mailers who believe that they have met the eligibility
requirements but were not notified by the USPS are encouraged to apply for participation by contacting the Program
Office at: United States Postal Service Attn: Saturation & HD Mail Incentive Program Office 475 L’Enfant Plaza,
SW Room 5538 Washington, DC 20260 or Email: SatHDIncentive@USPS.gov More information on the incentive
is available on RIBBS at: https://ribbs.usps.gov/mobilebarcode/saturationhighdensity.htm

E=Comsumerist: The PRC’s mission, basically, is to keep the Postal Service in line. They approve mail rate
increases and they make sure the USPS follows its own rules and regulations. They also can be a recourse for
customers who can’t get what they need from the postal service. Chairman Ruth Goldway, the head of the
Commission, sat down with Consumerist this week to explain what the PRC’s role is, why some bad service keeps
happening, what elements are working as intended, and how the United States Postal Service could evolve with
tighter resources in an increasingly digitally-oriented world.

% At the Postal Regulatory Commission:

e Docket No. ACR2013 Initial Comments Of United Parcel Service. We recognize that the issues
currently before the Commission are limited (primarily, whether the rates in effect in FY2013 complied
with the statute) and that the Commission must complete its review within a short, 90-day timeframe. As a
result, while we raise several matters that are “relevant to the Commission’s review,” Order No. 1935 at 5,
we urge the Commission to consider those matters in future proceedings, where they can be examined in
greater detail. Some of those matters -- the decreased level of overall attribution and other Competitive
Product costing and accounting trends -- lead us to question whether the Postal Service’s Competitive
Products are shouldering a fair and equitable share of total postal costs, as required by the statute....The
Postal Service has improperly withheld the vast majority of Competitive Product cost and other data from
public view. As a result, neither we nor other interested members of the general public can know with any
degree of certainty whether Competitive Products are shouldering an equitable share of total postal costs.
That undermines public credibility in the fairness of the process and, we submit, deprives the Commission
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of valuable input, input of the type expected by Congress, that would aid the Commission in fulfilling its
statutory responsibilities.
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89083/FY 2013 ACR UPS Comments.pdf

e ACR2013 Valpak Direct Marketing Systems, Inc. and Valpak Dealers Association, Inc. Initial
Comments on The United States Postal Service FY 2013 Annual Compliance Report
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89089/APPENDIX%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89089/Valpak%?20Initial%20Comments.pdf
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89089/Valpak Multi-year Model_v2013 base.xls

e ACR2013 Initial Comments of the American Catalog Mailers Association (ACMA)
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89090/ACMA_ACR2013 Workbook.xlsx
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89090/ACMA _Initial Comments ACR2013.pdf

e ACR2013 Comments of the Newspaper Association of America
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89084/NAA-ACR2013-comments.pdf

e ACR2013 Comments of Pitney Bowes Inc.
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89087/PB FY2013 ACR Comments.pdf

e Annual Report 10-K "containing the information prescribed in Form 10-K of the Securities and Exchange
Commission.” 39 U.S.C 3654(a)(1)(B).
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89079/Form%2010K%20rev%20fn1%20esigs%20(01%2031%2014).pdf
http://www.prc.gov/docs/89/89079/Transmittal%20L tr%2010-K%20Rev%20(01-31-14).pdf

E=Environmental Leader: A bill introduced by Reps. Jared Huffman (D-CA) and Gerry Connolly (D-VA), would
authorize the US Postal Service to use energy savings performance contracts to improve the efficiency of its fleet.
The bill, HR 3963, is called the Federal Leadership in Energy Efficient Transportation (FLEET) Act, The Hill
reports. ESPCs allow companies, governments and other organizations to finance projects — usually infrastructure
improvements — based on the expected energy savings.

E*ATri-City News: Canada Post has announced its strategy to switch from home delivery to community mail boxes
in response to concerns. On Wednesday, the Crown corporation released “guiding principals” for converting the
remaining five million addresses with delivery at their door to community mailboxes over the next five years. It
promises to be sensitive to the needs of seniors and disabled Canadians and will develop alternative approaches for
people with mobility challenges. Canada Post will also work with community leaders and municipal planning
officials to choose safe and appropriate sites.

E=Cincinnati Business Courier: A Cincinnati company is taking on shipping giants like UPS and FedEx by offering
low-cost distribution throughout Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky. Consolidated Postal Parcel Presort Service (C3PS)
works in partnership with the U.S. Postal Service to keep costs low regionally. CEO Joe Ralstin tells me his
company takes packages from companies, labels them, processes them and delivers them to postal locations close to
the destination. Because of that, he gets a discount on shipping, which allows him to charge less than the big
package delivery companies.

E=Roll Call: A proposal by Sen. Rand Paul to allow guns in post offices is being met with skepticism by the
chairman of the committee that oversees the Postal Service. The Republican from Kentucky floated his measure
Wednesday as an amendment to a postal overhaul bill being debated by the Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee. The initial reaction from Chairman Thomas R. Carper, D-Del., was not positive, but it’s unclear
how the votes will turn out. The panel’s scheduled to resume the markup next Thursday, at which point Paul plans to
propose a revised version designed to address concerns about Postal Service facilities housed within other federal
buildings. Generally speaking, the measure would allow individuals to carry guns in post offices when otherwise
carrying the weapon would be in compliance with state and local regulations.

E=Bloomberg Businessweek: People have many ideas about how to improve the U.S. Postal Service. One of the
most intriguing was put forth this week by Senator Rand Paul, the Kentucky Republican, who is angling to run for
president in 2016. At a hearing this week, Paul recommended overturning a federal law forbidding people to bring
guns to the post office when they are mailing letters. It’s difficult to understand how this would help the Postal
Service, which lost $5 billion last year because of the rise of e-mail and a federal law requiring the agency to
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prefund its retiree health benefits. Perhaps Paul is just trying to endear himself to gun owners who are likely to vote
in the GOP presidential primary?

Mailers’ Technical Advisory Presentations and notes from the January 15th MTAC meeting are
Committee (MTAC) available on the MTAC webpage on RIBBS. The documents are
located in the MTAC Open Session and MTAC Membership
Assembly/Focus Group Discussions section under MTAC Notes and Presentations, 2014. Thank you for your help
updating the MTAC membership Roster. The roster is now available on the MTAC webpage on RIBBS in the
MTAC Membership Information section. Here is the direct link: MTAC Membership Roster (February 2014).

E=Press Democrat: The Postal Service's financial problems also stem from failures to innovate, modernize and
compete. Nowhere is that better illustrated than with the agency's vehicle fleet. USPS owns and operates the world's
largest civilian fleet: 192,000 mail delivery vehicles that are driven 4.3 million miles per day. Fueling all of those
vehicles adds up to an astronomical cost for the agency: In fiscal year 2010, the fuel bill for all postal transportation
totaled $1.7 billion. Vehicle maintenance adds a staggering $750 million cost to the agency's strained budget. The
overwhelming majority of USPS vehicles (more than 141,000) are aging Grumman LLVs, the classic mail truck we
started seeing every day in our neighborhoods around 1987. Most of them get less than 10 mpg and are at or near the
end of their 24-year operational lifespan. Many are on their last leg — just ask your letter carrier. Stories are legion
about letter carriers reporting problems with these failing clunkers only to be told to keep driving them until they
break down — a shortsighted policy that has the opposite effect of saving money: Each year USPS exceeds its
vehicle maintenance budget, and each year the problem gets worse.

E=Salon: The Postal Service’s largest union has harsh words for Rep. Darrell Issa, and is raising alarm over a pilot
partnership with Staples, which it warns is a stalking horse for privatization — a goal the union alleges draws support
or indifference from key Democrats. “I think Congress and the White House are pretty much working hand in
hand,” American Postal Workers Union president Mark Dimondstein told Salon prior to Tuesday demonstrations
outside Staples stores in San Francisco and San Jose, the first of what he said would be an escalating wave of
protests. “There hasn’t been a fight to defend the public good, and there hasn’t been a real fight around good jobs.”

E=MyFoxPhoenix: Eight people were taken into custody after postal inspectors and Phoenix Police raided an
apartment complex near Interstate 17 and Cactus Thursday night. SWAT teams evacuated several residents at the
complex as they executed a search warrant on one of the units. We're told it all stems from an investigation by the
postal inspector on some sort of mail theft-related crime.

E=Nonprofit Quarterly: Among the many topics that President Obama failed to touch on in his concern for creating
and keeping U.S. jobs was the future of the U.S. Postal Service. In 2003, the USPS employed 729,025 “career
employees,” but by January 2013, that number had dropped to 522,144, a decline of over 28 percent in one decade.
Although less than 12 percent of the labor force, blacks occupy 20 percent of USPS jobs. This higher-than-expected
proportion is due to the fact that the USPS has been historically less prone to racial discrimination than the private
sector, and even other parts of government. As a result, the nation’s failure to right the ship of the currently money-
losing USPS means that blacks are statistically more likely to be laid off as the USPS retrenches than whites. For
many people of color, public sector employment, especially at the Post Office, has been an important “ladder” into
the middle class. But what if the nation were creative about the USPS? What if, instead of turning postal workers
into dim, expendable caricatures of Cliff Clavin, the nation were to develop a different business plan with income-
generating ideas that haven’t been on the USPS table much, but are not unknown functions for the postal services in
other nations.

B= American Banker: A recent white paper by the U.S. Postal Service’s Office of the Inspector General floated the
idea of introducing postal banking services as a means of expanding financial inclusion. Not surprisingly, the
banking industry has rushed to condemn the idea—which would create new competition for financial services—as
sort of creeping socialism. But when one considers postal banking more carefully, the idea isn’t so crazy, although it
raises a number of real questions and challenges.
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E=PRWeb: The American Real Estate Investors Academy Radio Show interviews direct mail marketing expert
Kathy Kennebrook. Kathy’s interview is part of the Academy’s Real Estate Guru Series featuring some of the best
known real estate educators in America.

E= Alaska Dispatch: Increased shipping costs and “troubling” delays due to staff shortages at post offices across the
state have Alaskans irked by long lines, missing Christmas gifts, and groceries that arrive rotten and unsafe to eat,
according to U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, who is demanding an immediate meeting with the nation’s postmaster general
to get some answers. In a letter to Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe, Begich says he’s “alarmed” by the “sudden
and persistent volume of complaints™ his office has received from across the state related to postal delivery. Begich
notes that some Alaskans have recently been told that parcel post service is no longer available and their only option
is shipping by priority mail. “If this change has in fact been made, Alaskans could be facing a rate increase of over
30 percent on packages,” as well as “substantially higher grocery prices,” wrote Begich in the letter dated Thursday.
[EdNote: Dear Senator, Get used to it. The USPS wants to be an unregulated monopoly.]

E*PR.com: Canada Post has upgraded its online postal code finder using AddressComplete, the new search-based
address service launched with address management experts, Postcode Anywhere. Providing easy access to Canada
Post’s property level Postal Code Address Database (PCAD), citizens in Canada can confirm shipping details by
simply entering the full or partial address details in AddressComplete to obtain the properly validated address.

E=Post & Parcel: The US Senate will continue attempts to pass an important postal reform bill out of committee
next week, having failed to do so on Tuesday. A number of contentious issues delayed completion of the bill mark-
up this week, including debate on proposals to raise postal rates significantly to help with the Postal Service’s
financial position. The Committee leaders are proposing to make a temporary surcharge — representing a three-
times-inflation rate increase — on postal rates permanent and change the usual inflation-based price cap to inflation
plus 1%. The bill would also look to give greater powers to the USPS board of governors to set prices from 2016,
taking away powers from the Postal Regulatory Commission. [EdNote: | wonder if we could bring back the original
monopoly trust-buster, Teddy Roosevelt. There are a few people from his own party that he could hit with hts big
stick.]

From the Federal Register:

Postal Regulatory Commission

PROPOSED RULES

Price Cap Rules for Market Dominant Price Adjustments ,
5355-5363 [2014-01669] [TEXT] [PDF]

Postal Service
RULES

Implementation of Full-Service Intelligent Mail Requirements for Automation Prices;
Correction ,

roxtGom
[5286-5287 [2014-01974] | [TEXT] [PDF]|

The latest issue of the PostCom Bulletin is available online. In this issue:

e Here is a summary of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs markup of the
Carper/Coburn Postal Reform Act of 2013, S. 1486.
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e  With the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs mark-up of S. 1486, the
postal bill introduced by Senators Carper and Coburn, many within the industry have come out against the
bill.

e According to Wendy Smith of Publishers Clearing House, “[b]eing a large USPS customer and mail owner,
Publishers Clearing House would like to share our concerns about the USPS plan to elongate the Service
Standards for DSCF entered letters and flats as part of a "load leveling” effort. PCH has already cut back
2014 advertising (letter) volumes as a result of the exigent price increase and the continued threat of a loss
of Saturday delivery. Combining this proposed reduction in service on the heels of a steep price increase
creates a recipe for an even faster decline in mail volumes.”

e According to postal commenter Kent Smith of PostalVision 2020, “no one doubts that the Postal Service
urgently needs more revenue. But few like the idea of raising rates beyond the current CPI cap. Most
recognize that the Postal Service has done a reasonably good job of reducing costs, in spite of
Congressional resistance, while some suggest that service performance may be suffering as a result of
operational cost reductions.

e A new Postal Service Office of Inspector General white paper explores how the U.S. Postal Service could
offer a suite of non-bank financial services to help the financially underserved gain more financial stability
and stay connected to the emerging digital economy. The paper examines how the Postal Service could
partner with banks and other organizations to develop such services, which could help banks connect with
new customers. The Postal Service already provides non-bank financial services like money orders and
international money transfers, and many American families could benefit if the Postal Service expanded its
offerings.

e  Carper-Coburn postal bill S. 1486 props-up broken USPS. Competing appeals of USPS’ upcoming rate

hike. The privatization ruse. TN Congressman introduces legislation to protect consumers from postal

delays. USPS ends pay freeze for nonunion employees. Give a drone an inch, and it’1l fly a mile. USPS
should offer loans, bank products, agency says. Postal banking proposal sets off a firestorm. Congress
should enact meaningful postal reform. Amazon patents push-shipping. News websites proliferate,
stretching thin ad dollars. Don’t give the USPS a blank check to exploit its monopoly powers. Cummings
urges passage of legislation. Business mailers throw monkey wrench in postal reform bill. USPS slow to
cut costs, quick to raise prices.

Announcement of postal related Federal Register Notices.

USPS announcements to the mailing industry.

Announcement of Domestic Mail Manual changes.

An update from the USPS Office of Inspector General.

Postal news from around the world.

Postal previews.

Hey! You've not been getting the weekly PostCom Bulletin--the best postal newsletter anywhere...bar none? Send us
by email your name, company, company title, postal and email address. Get a chance to see what you've been
missing.

=*ANETGRAM

The PostCom Bulletin is distributed via NetGram

January 30, 2014
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g Office of the Inspector General: "Enhancing the Value of Mail Discussion Forum Slide Presentations”

* OE-A EVOM presentation.pptx View | Download

* USPS OIG EVOM presentation.pptx View | Download

* Tension January 2014 Inspector General Presentation.pdf View | Download
* Winterberry Group EVOM presentation.pptx View | Download
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* Klaus Schulz EVOM presentation emotional connection.ppt View | Download
* QuadGraphics - Enhancing Mail for Digital Natives.pptx View | Download
* US Blippar EVOM pdf of slides.pdf View | Download

From the Federal Register: Price Cap Rules. The Commission is proposing rules addressing the
price cap for market dominant price adjustments as part of an ongoing review. This stage of the review
concerns rate reductions, rate incentives, and de minimis rate increases. The Commission invites public
comment on the proposals.

E DMM Advisory: January DMM Update. Postal Explorer® (pe.usps.com) is your source for up-to-date

mailing standards. The Domestic Mail Manual (DMM®) is fully searchable on Postal Explorer and features
fly-out menus, cross-reference links, and an extensive subject index. On January 26 we updated our mailing
standards to include the following changes:

e Physical Characteristics of Stacking Pallets. We revised 705.8.3.1 to provide an option for mailers to
stack pallets up to six tiers high. We published this information in the October 31, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

e Implementation of Full-Service Intelligent Mail Requirements for Automation Prices. We revised
various sections of the DMM to modify eligibility requirements for mailers to qualify for automation
prices. We published this information in the November 14, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

e New Standards to Enhance Package Visibility. We revised various sections of the DMM to require the
use of Intelligent Mail® package barcodes (IMpb) on all commercial parcels, and to require the
transmission of supporting electronic documentation including piece-level address or ZIP+4® Code
information. We published this information in the December 5, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

e Domestic Competitive Products Pricing and Mailing Standards Changes. We revised various sections
of the DMM to reflect changes to prices and mailing standards for Competitive Products. We published this
information in the December 12, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

¢ Products Mailable at Nonprofit Standard Mail Prices. We revised 703.1.6.11 to show that for 2014, the
value of a low-cost item is $10.40 or less. We published this information in the December 12, 2013, Postal
Bulletin.

e New Extra Service Labels for Items Bearing an IMpb and New Process for Registered Mail
Inquiries. We revised 503.1.0 and 503.2.0 to update the process for customers making inquiries for
uninsured (with no declared value) Registered Mail™ items and to introduce two new non-barcoded labels
for Registered Mail™ and Certified Mail® items that already bear an Intelligent Mail® package barcode
(IMpb). We published this information in the December 26, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

¢ New Mailing Standards for Domestic Mailing Services Products. We revised the DMM to implement
the changes coincident with the price adjustments. We published this information in the December 26,
2013, Postal Bulletin.

¢ Revised Standards for Shipments of Cremated Remains. We revised 601.12.0 to require mailers to use
only Priority Mail Express™ service when shipping cremated remains. We published this information in
the December 26, 2013, Postal Bulletin.

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs: Business meeting. Markup of S. 1486 (postal
reform) has been scheduled for Thursday, February 6.

E=The Clay County News: Senators Thomas Carper (D, Delaware) and Tom Coburn (R, Oklahoma) are proposing
new legislation that would remove rate regulation from the Postal Regulatory Commission and give the United
States Postal Service’s own Board of Governors unlimited authority to adjust postage rates for mail within its mail
monopoly. Certainly the possibility of the United States Postal Service taking over full control of setting postage
rates would be an outright disaster, given the fact that the Postal Service as it is...1S a disaster as we know it today.
Allowing the Board of Governors to have the power to adjust postal rates whenever they wish will make the current
disaster we’re all enduring far worse. If the government leaders should decide to give the USPS Board of Governors
the power to adjust postage rates as they see fit, when they see fit, in an attempt to “dig out” from their financial
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woes, folks we will see what 1S a complete disaster and make it a fiasco! It is our responsibility to step up and ask
our senators to help keep the USPS a regulated government monopoly.

E=The Star-Ledger: Lingering on life support, the last thing the Postal Service needs is suffocating interference
from an antiquated union. Advancements improve and disrupt our lives. The Internet has killed off entire industries
and given rise to others. As the digital age reinvents distribution, few industries are immune from disruption. The
Internet has dealt the Postal Service a devastating blow. It’s called email. The ability of Americans to instantly
send and receive letters, postcards, documents and photos has left them with less need for our government’s delivery
service. Social media exacerbate the agency’s dilemma. So it’s little wonder the Post Office, long a classic provider
of the stable government job, can’t pay its bills. The average postal clerk earns $55,314. Supervisors earn up to
$73,000. The wages and growing pension obligations are passed along in the costs of packaging and stamps. Given
the vast array of modern delivery options, many of them free, the old business model cannot be justified or
sustained. Consumers won’t pay for it. The Postal Service cannot become a subsidized federal jobs program.
But a union that refuses to consider alternative business models races toward extinction.

ESlBusiness Standard: Nachiket Mor, head of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s committee on financial inclusion,
on Thursday said the postal bank model had been a success globally. In a report by the committee, Mor had
advocated differentiated banks and a new structure for priority sector lending. A former deputy managing director of
ICICI Bank, Mor is also a member of an advisory committee under former RBI governor Bimal Jalan that is vetting
the applications of 25 applicants for bank licences. The committee has been mandated to communicate its
suggestions to the banking regulator. While India Post has applied for a bank licence, there are differences within
the government on whether the entity should be allowed to enter the sector. While the communications and
information technology ministry is pushing the idea, the finance ministry is opposed to the move.

International International Post Corporation: The latest issue of Market Flash, IPC’s bi-weekly
- newsletter providing a comprehensive look at new developments emerging in
Co rporation international postal industry has now been posted. This edition includes a Green
Special on sustainability, which gathers the latest developments in sustainability
initiatives among postal operators worldwide.

¢ AMERICAS UPS announces fourth-quarter results m FedEx expands in Brazil FedEx Express invests in
Canadian network EUROPE Royal Mail statement on 2013 financial performance m Asendia UK Ltd
celebrates the New Year with a legal merger m bpost hires agency to look for new CEO m SEOshop
expanded with PostNL logistics solution m PostNL wins Best Practice Award, to acquire Dutch storage and
logistics firm m Itella to adjust its operations to match decreasing volumes of mail m DHL launches
temperature-controlled China-Europe rail service m DHL launches new risk management solution m
DPD/GeoPost buys remaining shares in DPD Ukraine subsidiary m GeoPost and Neopost roll out parcel
locker network m Marketing mail read more than emails m Amazon launches Sunday deliveries in UK cities
m E-Commerce grows 28 % in Southern Europe in 2013

e GREEN SPECIAL: AMERICAS USPS programme encourages government e-waste recycling m FedEx
Express introduces electric vehicles in Latin America m UPS to save fuel by optimising 10,000 delivery
routes m Nissan and FedEx Express test Electric Compact Cargo Vehicle ASIA PACIFIC Global logistics
operators launch Green Freight Asia to cut emissions EUROPE Correos plants a new forest in Mallorca m
Swiss Post launches new sustainability strategy m Swiss Post completes solar power plant in Daillens m
New biogas vehicles for Itella mail delivery m Deutsche Post DHL introduces more comprehensive carbon
accounting and reporting m CTT helps kids to discover Lisbon’s biodiversity m CTT ranked high on Carbon
Disclosure Project m GLS opens third eco-depot in Belgium m TNT launches ‘green fleet” for central
London

E*lINational Association of Major Mail Users: Canada Post today released guiding principles that will govern its
approach to converting the remaining five million addresses with delivery at their door to community mailbox
delivery over the next five years. The Crown Corporation states a commitment to ensuring that the transition of
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delivery service in Canadian communities will be handled responsibly and with respect towards customers and
municipalities.

I Wprostal Technology International: Parcel delivery firm GeoPost, a subsidiary of La Poste group, and logistics
solutions provider Neopost, have signed an agreement to create and operate a network of automated parcel lockers
for the delivery and return of parcels in France. The agreement entails an initial roll out of around 1,500 lockers by
2016 and more than 3,000 lockers in the long-term to be installed by Packcity France, a company jointly-owned by
Neopost and GeoPost.

IN D USTRYA L E R ir(l;gtx K;:dEI;erlease Schedule for 2014. Webinar: February 13, 2014

The USPS and industry members have been discussing issues relative to the manner in which
changes to labeling lists, mail direction files, zone charts, and service standards are made, as well
as the timing of those changes which often pose a problem in the mailing supply chain and to the
USPS. Per the request of the mailing industry, MTAC Task Team # 11 was tasked to re-open and
re-evaluate the structured release cycle that was implemented in 2013. This webinar will provide
an update of the MTAC Task Team #11 discussions.

Instructions for participating in the webinar appear below: Attendee Information: U.S./Canada
Attendee Dial-in: (888) 890-1547 Conference 1D: 43108255 Attendee Direct URL:
https://usps.webex.com/usps/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=990240314 If you cannot join using the direct
link above, please use the alternate login below: Alternate URL.: https://usps.webex.com

E=Daily lowan: Individual mailboxes may become a thing of the past, because the U.S. Postal Service is moving
toward clustering mailboxes in every neighborhood in order to reduce debt. At the last lowa City City Council
meeting, the council removed a distance requirement for clustered mailboxes and discussed the effect the boxes
could have. Cluster mailboxes, which group all of a neighborhood’s mailboxes in one structure, were previously
only allowed to be within 600 feet of any residence. The councilors removed the restriction in response to the Postal
Service saying it would no longer support distance limits. Though clustered mailboxes are the norm in many newer
neighborhoods nationwide, older neighborhoods will have a harder time adapting to the change.

EZEye Witness News: The South African Post Office officials have set an ultimatum for striking postal service
workers to return to work by 10am on Friday or face dismissal. More than 6,000 casual employees embarked on an
illegal strike countrywide this week. They are demanding full-time employment in permanent positions.

E=Washington Times: The struggling U.S. Postal Service began asking customers to pay an extra 3 cents for every

stamp they buy this week even as it fell short on some promised cost savings and failed to more aggressively cut

spending identified by Congress as excessive. Postal workers continue to get fringe benefits that are more generous

than those afforded to government workers in general. Last week, the mail service announced that it had

postponed indefinitely a plan to close mail processing centers it identified in 2011 as redundant and
unnecessary.

From the Federal Register: Postal Regulatory Commission NOTICES Meetings; Sunshine Act , 4985
[2014-02085] [TEXT] [PDF]

E=0range County Register: Postage rates for a first-class letter rose Sunday from 46 cents to 49 cents, a 6.5 percent
increase. The U.S. Postal Service says it needs to raise the rate to recoup money lost during the recession but this
revenue will only put a dent in the Postal Service’s larger financial problems.

{22 Office of the Inspector General: Filling the Gap: The Postal Service and the Financially Underserved Could
the U.S. Postal Service help the nearly 70 million Americans who are cut off in some way from the
mainstream financial system? We’re talking about people who, because they lack ready or full access to
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normal banking services, paid $89 billion in fees and interest to alternative financial service outlets such as payday
lenders and check cashers in 2012 alone. They are the financially underserved — also known as the underbanked or
unbanked — and many of them are one unexpected expense away from bankruptcy or homelessness.

E=Des Moines Register: The U.S. Postal Service’s insistence on raising rates beyond the standard cost-of-living
bump will cost Meredith Corp. an estimated $5 million to $6 million per year. Stephen Lacy, the Des Moines
publishing giant’s chairman and CEO, said Wednesday that the company planned for the rate increase, which totals
6 percent. The company is challenging the increase, which went into effect Sunday, in a lawsuit. The increase
consists of a 1.7 percent jump that matches the increase in the consumer price index and a 4.3 percent emergency
increase. “We built it into our budget and, obviously, believe it was the wrong decision to try to push through a rate
higher than the consumer price index,” Lacy said during a conference call related to Meredith’s quarterly earnings
report.

E=The Washington Post: Opposition from business mailers to a plan to allow the U.S. Postal Service to raise
postage rates in the long term threw a monkey wrench Wednesday in a Senate committee’s efforts to pass legislation
to rescue the financially ailing agency. Leaders of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee were scheduled to approve a wide-ranging postal reform bill. But an amendment from Sen. Tammy
Baldwin (D-Wis.), backed by the powerful mailing industry, to strike a plan allowing higher postal rates appeared to
be gaining support. The committee tabled its deliberations at midday. One of the biggest impediments to new postal
revenue is a 2006 law that caps rate increases to the rate of inflation. Baldwin said the plan would give the Postal
Service too much power. “No public or quasi-public entity, especially one with monopoly power, should have
near-absolute control in setting its own prices,’’ she said. “It’s wrong.”

Rep. Elijah Cummings: Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Member of the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, urged the House of Representatives to consider his bill, the Innovate to Deliver §
Act, to authorize the United States Postal Service to expand the services it offers, including a proposal
that would generate billions of dollars of new revenue by authorizing the Postal Service to provide
affordable financial products to millions of Americans currently underserved by the banking sector. “This
is a win-win that we can achieve quickly and at little cost,” Ranking Member Cummings said. “By
authorizing the Postal Service to offer these financial services, millions of Americans could save billions of dollars
on exorbitant fees and interest, while the Postal Service could obtain new revenue to improve its financial footing.”

E*lCalgary Herald: Densely populated urban centres in the country’s largest cities will be the last to lose their door-
to-door delivery service, Canada Post said Wednesday.

E=Government Executive: The Senate failed on Tuesday to move forward with its revised plan to overhaul the U.S.
Postal Service, delaying a committee vote after a series of potential amendments threatened to derail the bill. The
most significant sticking point during the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee
markup arose when lawmakers discussed how the postal bill -- introduced by Sens. Tom Carper, D-
Del., and Tom-Coburn, R-Okla., the respective chairman and ranking member of the committee --
would deal with postal rates in the future. While the Carper-Coburn bill would keep in place the
recent emergency rate hike and allow USPS to determine its own pricing starting in 2017, Sen.
Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., led the charge on behalf of several Democrats who believe the agency
should retain tighter oversight of its pricing structures. Baldwin offered an amendment that would keep the rate
increase -- currently being challenged in court by a coalition in the mailing industry -- but strip away the ability of
the Postal Service’s Board of Governors to overrule its regulatory body starting in 2017, a provision in the
underlying bill. In promoting her amendment, Baldwin said “no public or quasi-public entity, especially one with a
monopoly” should be able to set its own prices without strict oversight. The Postal Regulatory Commission
currently provides that oversight.

E=The Hill: The Senate Homeland Security Committee cut off consideration of a bipartisan postal measure on
Wednesday, after lawmakers requested changes to two amendments. The panel, in an at times spirited mark-up,
considered close to a dozen amendments before calling it a day, and the committee’s chairman, Sen. Tom Carper
(D-Del.), has yet to say when they’ll pick the measure up again. During the mark-up, both Carper and the
committee’s top Republican, Sen. Tom Coburn (Okla.), suggested it had been a struggle to get a bill ready for mark-
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